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NYC Helps Businesses Access Contract Opportunities

The path to winning a government contract can be filled with uncertainty if you’ve never done business with the City before, which is why the New York City Department of Small Business Services (SBS) offers programs and assistance to help business owners navigate the City procurement process. The first stop on the path to understanding how to do business with the City is NYC Business Solutions Certification and Access, an SBS program designed to help business owners gain access to City contracting opportunities.

NYC Business Solutions Certification and Access offers a free monthly course called “Selling to Government” that educates participants on where to find government contract opportunities. The program also offers additional assistance exclusively to businesses that are certified with the City of New York, such as one-one-one procurement counseling and free assistance with bid preparation and proposal writing. 

Certification is a free business credential that aims to level the playing field in City contracting by helping historically underserved business owners gain greater access to City contracting opportunities. One such certification is the Minority- and Women-owned Business Enterprise (M/WBE) program. This program is designed to help generate growth opportunities for businesses that are owned and operated by women and/or minorities. 

Certified companies enjoy numerous benefits, including a free listing in the Online Directory of Certified Businesses (used by buyers at City agencies and the general public), exclusive discounts on computers and college courses, and invitations to exclusive networking events with buyers.  

City-certified M/WBEs are in demand now more than ever before, thanks to a new law—signed by Mayor Bloomberg in 2005—which requires City agencies to buy more goods and services from certified minority and women owned businesses.

Getting certified as an M/WBE just takes a few steps. Simply download the M/WBE application at www.nyc.gov/getcertified and attend a free day or evening “M/WBE Certification Prep Course,” where trained certification analysts will assist you through the certification process. Call 311 or 212-NEW-YORK and ask for “Small Business Seminars” or email businesssolutions@sbs.nyc.gov to reserve your seat.

M/WBE certification is a great credential for your business, opening the door to a host of services and opportunities. Why not get certified today?

M/WBE Certification Prep Course

Description: This course provides minority and women business owners with assistance in completing the NYC M/WBE certification application. Attendees will also learn about the multiple benefits that certification brings.

Time: Every third Thursday of the month from 2:00-4:00 PM and every fourth Wednesday of the month from 6:00 -7:30 PM

Location: Lower Manhattan

RSVP: Is required, and space is limited. Call 311 or 212-NEW-YORK and ask for “Small Business Seminars” or email businesssolutions@sbs.nyc.gov to reserve your seat today!

Selling to Government 

Description: This course provides business owners with assistance on navigating government contracting and tips on how to market your business to government buyers.

Time: Every first Tuesday of the month from 10:00 AM to 12:00 PM 

Location: Lower Manhattan

RSVP: Is required, and space is limited. Call 311 or 212-NEW-YORK and ask for “Small Business Seminars” or email businesssolutions@sbs.nyc.gov to reserve your seat today!

